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Open Access and the future of the

humanities

o Standard Open Access Debate:

— new forms of digital publications, peer
reviewed or not.

e This

opic:

— Structural change of humanities as a
“science” using, depending and driven by
open access scholarly infrastructure.



Classical humanistic scholarship

 Individualistic working style: project is
followed from the formulation of a question
to its “final” answer

* Book format still preferred publication form

* Private collection of evidence (“Photo-copy
archive”), inaccessible to others



Crisis of classical scholarship

 Amount of evidence and references to
other literature explodes. It exceeds to be
handled by individuals alone.

o Complexity of studied subjects exceeds
Individual competences.

 Even big book formats are inappropriate to
present full argumentation and evidence.




Solution: open access?

Humanities research will be organized much more cooperative
and by aspects of division of labour as in the natural sciences.

This process must emerge from new infrastructures of research
as needed by researchers.

Infrastructure includes

— open digital repositories,

— tools for cooperation,

— norms of reference and citation,
— long term digital archives.

Development of the infrastructure: user driven by pivotal pilot
studies — not by application free technology development to
establish, what is needed

Supported by large institutions to establish norms and
standards of technical reference, as basis to share and
cooperate .



Bern Pantheon Project

« As a pilot project of a newly established
Karman Institute for Advanced Study
(Center for Graduate Studies), the Bern
Pantheon Project both seeks to implement
a more collaborative organisation of
scholarly work based on ideas of open
access repositories — called Open Access
Scholarship
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