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Open Access and the future of the 
humanities

• Standard Open Access Debate:
– new forms of digital publications, peer 

reviewed or not.

• This Topic:
– Structural change of humanities as a 

“science” using, depending and driven by 
open access scholarly infrastructure.



Classical humanistic scholarship

• Individualistic working style: project is 
followed from the formulation of a question 
to its “final” answer

• Book format still preferred publication form
• Private collection of evidence (“Photo-copy 

archive”), inaccessible to others



Crisis of classical scholarship

• Amount of evidence and references to 
other literature explodes. It exceeds to be 
handled by individuals alone.

• Complexity of studied subjects exceeds 
individual competences.

• Even big book formats are inappropriate to 
present full argumentation and evidence.



Solution: open access?

• Humanities research will be organized much more cooperative 
and by aspects of division of labour as in the natural sciences.

• This process must emerge from new infrastructures of research 
as needed by researchers.

• Infrastructure includes 
– open digital repositories, 
– tools for cooperation, 
– norms of reference and citation,
– long term digital archives.

• Development of the infrastructure: user driven by pivotal pilot 
studies – not by application free technology development to 
establish, what is needed

• Supported by large institutions to establish norms and 
standards of technical reference, as basis to share and 
cooperate .



Bern Pantheon Project

• As a pilot project of a newly established 
Karman Institute for Advanced Study 
(Center for Graduate Studies), the Bern 
Pantheon Project both seeks to implement 
a more collaborative organisation of 
scholarly work based on ideas of open 
access repositories – called Open Access 
Scholarship











Open Access to Bern Digital Open Access to Bern Digital 
Pantheon ProjectPantheon Project

�� In this very minute of this lecture the first data of the In this very minute of this lecture the first data of the 
Bern Digital Pantheon Project are made openly Bern Digital Pantheon Project are made openly 
accessible. accessible. 

�� ((www.karmancenter.unibe.ch/pantheonwww.karmancenter.unibe.ch/pantheon))
�� Everybody is invited toEverybody is invited to

�� Use the dataUse the data
�� Ask for more and other data extractionsAsk for more and other data extractions
�� Contribute from small communications to complex technical Contribute from small communications to complex technical 

studiesstudies
�� Gather and present results at a first conference in Bern at Gather and present results at a first conference in Bern at 

1010thth –– 1111thth November 2006November 2006
�� On the same time a metaOn the same time a meta--study analyses the needs study analyses the needs 

and operations of an open network of scholars and operations of an open network of scholars 
working on this multiworking on this multi--disciplinary complex.disciplinary complex.



Here are the data open access!Here are the data open access!

�� Do something with it!Do something with it!
�� Data integrity must be guaranteedData integrity must be guaranteed

�� Always the Always the ““samesame”” data.data.

�� Well defined attributes of the data (e.g. coordinate Well defined attributes of the data (e.g. coordinate 
system, dates, relevant recording parameters)system, dates, relevant recording parameters)

�� Reference must be sustainableReference must be sustainable

�� QuotableQuotable

�� Tools to operate with the dataTools to operate with the data

�� Publications of others need to make Publications of others need to make 
references being repeated to the data by references being repeated to the data by 
othersothers



Shift of attention Shift of attention 

�� Open access subjects in the tradition of Open access subjects in the tradition of 
classical scholarship discuss:classical scholarship discuss:

�� Reliable access to what the author producedReliable access to what the author produced

�� Open access of future humanities include Open access of future humanities include 
much more:much more:

�� Reliable access to what the user cited and Reliable access to what the user cited and 
usedused



Published Text with Links to Digital Published Text with Links to Digital 
LibrariesLibraries



Sustainable reference systemSustainable reference system

URL: 
http://penelope.unibe.ch/docuserver/digitallibrary/digilib.html?
histbot/botany+210+s1+r1+0/0

DOCURL:

dttp://histbot/botany+210+s1+r1+0/0


