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Iryna Kuchma is the Program Manager of Social Capital and Academic Publications Program of 
International Renaissance Foundation (IRF) based in Kyiv, Ukraine. The Program facilitates 
equal excess to information and knowledge, crucial for public participation in developing agenda 
for Ukrainian society and for intercultural understanding. The program focuses on four areas: 
open access to research literature, grant competitions Translating Foreign Literature into 
Ukrainian, development of Ukrainian terminology in social sciences and humanities and Ukrainian 
book market project.  
Iryna Kuchma has held several positions within IRF. She coordinated IRF's Arts and Culture 
Program in 1999-2000, managed IRF's Information and Publishing Programs in 2000-2002.  
IRF is the largest charity organization in Ukraine and is an integral part of the International 
Soros network. It is a private, grant-making foundation which aims to shape public policy to 
promote democratic governance, human rights, and economic, legal, and social reform.   
Prior to joining IRF, she worked in the Representative Office of Dutch Consulting Company 
“TRAFINCO”, in “Gec Alsthom Stein Industrie” – TACIS and as a freelance journalist.   
Iryna Kuchma received her Masters of Arts degree from National University Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy in 2000, and her Bachelors of Arts degree from the same University in 1998. She is a 
PhD Candidate in the department of Sociology of Culture and Media Studies, Institute of Social 
Sciences, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. Her PhD thesis is about social aspects of 
open access, free and open source software and intellectual property.  
  
 
 


