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OverviewOverview

• Underlying principles and context
• Main achievements since Berlin 3

– A national publication archive
– A network of digital resource centres

• Next steps



Open Access policy at CNRSOpen Access policy at CNRS

• Basic principles
– Open access as part of an integrated STI policy
– Global approach considering both publications and

research data
• The French national context

– A multifarious institutional environment
• A multidisciplinary and national research body: CNRS
• Various smaller research bodies

– INRA, INSERM, INRIA, etc.
• 88 Universities…

– Many laboratories are joint ventures



Open Access policy at CNRSOpen Access policy at CNRS

• Weaknesses
– Very difficult to require open access from

researchers of one single institution in isolation
– Deploying archives can take place at both national

and local level
• Strengths

– Centrality of CNRS facilitates nationwide
communication

– An agreement between institutions is strongly
incentive



Beyond publications: research dataBeyond publications: research data

• Essential basis for research in many domains
– Open access is essential  to pool together existing

data
• Share basic metadata elements with

publications
– Can/must be bundled together (e.g. queries)

• Come in a variety of structure and format
– Skilled staff is required (digital curators)

• Copyright issues may be simpler…



HenceHence……

• We may not want to deal with
publications and research data with the
same editorial principles
– Publications

• central management is possible
– Research data

• should rely more on research communities

• Still, we should ensure that coherence
is maintained between the two



Open access to publicationsOpen access to publications



Publication archive policyPublication archive policy

• Background
– HAL (Hyper Archive en Ligne)

• hal.ccsd.cnrs.fr
– Many good features to make it become the unique

CNRS publication archive
• Two trends since Southampton

– Communication and incentive measures
• Central role of services: export facilities, webpage

generation, link to evaluation, generalized editorial
support (librarians), online reference data (e.g.
terminology) etc.

– Discussion with other institutions



Main achievementMain achievement

• National MoU
–  Agreement to have one single publication archive

for all institutions in France
– Joint desire to support open access through this

archive
• Signatories:

– CEMAGREF, CIRAD, CNRS, CPU (Conférence des
Présidents d’Universités), INRA, INRIA, INSERM,
Institut PASTEUR, IRD, CGE (Conférence des
Grandes Ecoles)



Froms words to actionFroms words to action



Discussion pointsDiscussion points

• Open access (1)?
– (only?) 1000 out of 4000 entries per month

are associated with full text
• Intrinsic reluctance
• But: researchers get accustomed to the archive

• Open access (2)?
– Immediate open access is not easy to

achieve in all communities
• E.g. INSERM: follow NIH policy



http://www.hal.inserm.fr



Discussion points (cont.)Discussion points (cont.)

• Relation to OA Journals
– Global negociations with Journals

• Annual fees (tokens) + Mirror on HAL
• E.g. EGU

• Should we “require” researchers to self-
archive their paper?
– Policy: create a spectrum of incentive measures,

services and editorial support
– HAL should become a natural component of the

researcher’s environment



Discussion points (cont.)Discussion points (cont.)

• What about institutional repositories?
– One size fits all

• institutional repositories as views on HAL

– Many strong arguments against the fragmented
picture that would result from too many IR

• What about thematic archives?
– Direct connexion with ArXiv and PMC
– HalSHS: specific view dedicated to Human and

Social Sciences



Importation and validation
via PubMed ID



Open access to research dataOpen access to research data

The case of humanities



General contextGeneral context

• Major difficulties
– Research data is highly spread
– Multiple formats
– Long-term preservation
– Accessibility

• Identification of existing assets
• Actual access to data



Supporting policySupporting policy

• Encourage researchers to disseminate their
results
– Link to CNRS assessment campaigns

(researchers, laboratories)
• Provide the technical support

– Help researchers to create, maintain and
disseminate their own data

– Ensure high editorial and technical quality
• Strategy

– Identify critical mass of expertise as national
centres of competence



Implementation at CNRSImplementation at CNRS
• 5 Digital Resource Centres

– "Centre de Ressources Numériques"
– Result from a call issued in July 2005 (DIS+H&S)
– Oriented towards specific types of domains

• Spoken corpora
• Texts and lexica
• Manuscripts
• Geographical information
• Visual sources

– National and international role



Mission statementMission statement

• Survey existing data and laboratories
(national and international level)

• Keep in line with international standards and
recent technologies

• Provide better (and free) access to digital
resources (data and software)

• Train research communities (use and
enhancement of available resources)



"Morphalou""Morphalou"
• Open lexicon for French inflected forms
• Coverage: 450.00 entries from TLFi
• Conformant to existing standards (XML, ISO/TC

37/SC 4)
• www.actarus.atilf.fr/morphalou

<lexicalEntry
   lemma=‘lexique’
   grammaticalCategory=‘commonNoun’
   grammaticalGender=‘masculine’>
   <inflectionGroup>
      <inflection
         orthography=‘lexique’
         grammaticalNumber=‘singular’/>
      <inflection
         orthography=‘lexiques’
         grammaticalNumber=‘plural’/>
   </inflectionGroup>
</lexicalEntry>



"TermSciences""TermSciences"
• Multilingual, multidisciplinary vocabulary

– French, English, German, Spanish : 650 000 terms
– Compliant with ISO 16642 (Terminological Markup

Framework)
• http://www.termsciences.fr



"TermSciences""TermSciences"



"ELEC""ELEC"
• Editions en ligne de l’Ecole des Chartes

– Transcription of various medieval sources,
– Conformant to the TEI (Text Encoding Initiative

Guidelines)
• http://elec.enc.sorbonne.fr/



"ELEC""ELEC"



The overall pictureThe overall picture
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Next step:Next step:
joining efforts in Europejoining efforts in Europe

• Principles
– Sharing our technical expertise and infrastructure in the

management of digital resources in the humanities
– Integrate strong partners:

• AHDS: Arts and Humanities Data Service (UK)
• DANS: Data Archiving and Network Services (NL)
• MPG: Max-Planck Gesellschaft (DE)
• …

• Actions
– Memorandum of Understanding between the four institutions
– Encourage strong interaction between our technical staff



ConclusionsConclusions
• Implementing the Berlin declaration at a

national level, by being both
– Pragmatic

• Variety of research communities
• Variety of institutions

– Systemic
• A global and coherent view on the management and

dissemination of research data

• Open access should become a natural
dimension of any research activity
– Essential role of supportive actions
– International collaboration is central
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